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SUB J : MADRID SUBWAY STRIKE CONTINUES - OTHER STRIKE ACTIVITY 
INCREASING 

REF: MADRID 0076 

BEGIN SUMMARY. SUBWAY STRIKE IS STILL NOT SETTLED AND SPANISH 
ARMY PERSONNEL ARE MOVING THE TRAINS. WHILE SUBWAY STRIKE COULD 
BE SETTLED SHORTLY, SUBWAY STRIKE HAS ACTED AS CATALYST FOR OTHER 
STRIKE ACTIVITY, AND GENERAL STRIKE ATTEMPTS HAVE REPORTEDLY 
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BEEN CONVOKED FOR NEXT WEEK. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . MADRID SUBWAY STRIKE HAS ENTERED ITS FIFTH DAY. GOVT 
JAN 7 PUT ONE OF FIVE MADRID SUBWAY LINES BACK INTO SERVICE 

BY USING MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM SPANISH ARMY TRANSPORTATION 
REGIMENT. AND YESTERDAY AND TODAY OPENED UP TWO MORE SUBWAY 
LINES, ALTHOUGH COMMUTER CHAOS IS STILL CONSIDERABLE. 

2. SITUATION, HOWEVER, IS STILL AT AN IMPASSE, THOUGH IT 
COULD BE SETTLED OVER THE WEEKEND. PAST TWO DAYS HAVE BEEN 
CHARACTERIZED BY RENEWED CHURCH SIT-INS OF STRIKING SUBWAY 
WORKERS, INCLUDING ONE IN WHICH 3,000 SUBWAY WORKERS CROWDED 
INTO A MADRID CHURCH JAN 8. GOVT, LARGELY THROUGH HIGH-LEVEL 
SSO OFFICIALS, HAS ALSO CONTINUED TO MEET REPS OF STRIKERS AND 
COMPANY IN EFFORTS TO MEDIATE. 

3. ALTHOUGH SUBWAY STRIKE BASED ON REAL ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES, 

IT HAS BECOME POLITICIZED. ACCORDING LABOR SOURCES, STRIKE WAS 
LARGELY ORGANIZED BY DEMOCRATIC CATHOLIC-ORIENTED USO TRADE 
UNION AS WELL AS BY CATHOLIC BUT EXTREMIST ORT (PRINICPAL 
NON-PCE COMPONENT OF WORKERS COMMISSIONS). ACCORDING SAME 
SOURCES, COMMUNIST PARTY (PCE) ELEMENTS OF WORKERS COMMISSIONS 
DID NOT PARTICIPATE INITIALLY IN SUBWAY STRIKE, ALTHOUGH AFTER 
SUBWAY STRIKE HAD DEMONSTRATED ITS SUCCESS THEN OTHER CLANDES- 
TINE GROUPS, INCLUDING PCE AND SOCIALIST UGT, JOINED IN. 

4. MOST IMPORTANT, SUBWAY STRIKE HAS ACTED AS SOMEWHAT OF 
CATALYST FOR WORKERS IN OTHER SECTORS. THUS YESTERDAY AND TODAY 
THERE WERE REPORTEDLY OVER 20,000 MADRID METAL WORKERS ON STRIKE, 
ALTHOUGH MORE THAN HALF BELONGED TO STANDARD ELECTRICA-ITT, 
WHICH HAS BEEN ON STRIKE MORE THAN A MONTH. STRIKES HAVE 
RECOMMENCED IN MADRID INDUSTRIAL AREA OF GETAFE, WHERE 

2,600 WORKERS OF FOUR DIFFERENT STRUCK FIRMS STAGED TWO CHURCH 
SIT-INS YESTERDAY, BUT FINALLY ABANDONED CHURCHES PEACEABLY 
UNDER POLICE PRESSURE. THERE WERE ALSO A COUPLE OF EFFORTS AT 
STREET MANIFESTATIONS, ONE IN CENTRAL MADRID, BY SMALL GROUPS 
OF STRIKERS WHICH WERE BROKEN UP BY POLICE USING TEAR GAS. 
INTERMITTENT STRIKES IN VARIOUS MADRID BANKS, AGAIN PRIMARILY 
RELATED TO NEW CONTRACT RENEGOTIATIONS, HAVE ALSO RECOMMENCED. 
STRIKES ALSO HAVE BEGUN AGAIN IN MADRID CONSTRUCTION SECTOR OVER 
CONTRACT TERMS. AN UNHEARD-OF EVENT OCCURRED JAN 8, WHEN 
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PRESIDENT OF SSO NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION WORKERS SYNDICATE (A 
CORTES MEMBER), WHOM THE WORKERS HAD LONG CONSIDERED A REGIME 
STOOGE, LED A GROUP OF 50 STRIKING CONSTRUCTION WORKERS IN 
A SIT-IN INSIDE SSO HEADQUARTERS. 

4. COMMENT. EVEN THOUGH SUBWAY STRIKE MAY BE SETTLED WITHIN 
NEXT DAY OR TWO, NEXT WEEK IS LIKELY TO WITNESS EXTENSIVE STRIKE 
ACTIVITY, AND PCE AND SOME OTHER LABOR GROUPS ARE ALREADY 
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REPORTEDLY ISSUING APPEALS FOR GENERAL STRIKE ATTEMPTS NEXT 
WEEK (VARIOUSLY GIVEN FOR JAN 12 OR LATE THAT WEEK). ALTHOUGH 
ATTEMPT AT POLITICAL GENERAL STRIKE WILL, AS IN THE PAST, 

PROBABLY FAIL, ORGANIZERS WILL CLAIM SUCCESS BECAUSE OF 
NUMBERS OUT ON STRIKE OVER CONTRACT GRIEVANCES. WAVE OF STRIKES 
WILL TEST GOVT ON SEVERAL FRONTS, PARTICULARLY RE ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
LABOR, PUBLIC ORDER, AND IT RECENTLY ANNOUNCED ECONOMIC AUSTERITY 
MEASURES. ADDITIONAL YY, ABRUPT CHANGE IN ATTITUDE BY SSO 
NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION WORKER LEADER MAY PRESAGE EFFORTS BY OTHER 
SSO LEADERS TO NOW SEEK POPULARITY AMONG WORKERS AND LABOR 
OPPOSITION GROUPS, DESPITE FACT THEY HAVE SERVED REGIME AND SSO 
IN SUPPRESSING LABOR DISCONTENT IN PAST. 
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